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SCHOOL
PROFILE
Osbornes Flat Primary School is a small rural school which values its family

atmosphere. Because of this, families have a strong commitment to the school
and its operation.
We value the small classes and individual attention available to each student.
Our culture is one of welcoming all, respecting each other and celebrating our
diversity. Our location in a rural area supports us in our wish to be very active in
environmental issues and education. We value our place in the community and
work towards increasing our involvement in our local as well as wider
community.
The school is located 5 kilometres from Yackandandah and 25 kilometres southeast of Wodonga. Currently the school enrolment is 30. The school currently
has 2 classrooms. We utilise the services of an art specialist from the Mobile Art
and Craft Van one day a fortnight and a similar arrangement with the Mobile
Area Resource Centre and its librarian.
Our school also offers specialist Italian classes, which are taught weekly by a
teachers who holds specialist qualifications in this area. Private piano, ukulele,
violin and guitar lessons are offered during the school day.
The school community works hard to maintain and develop the extensive school
grounds which provide a rich environment, supporting curriculum programs as
well as fostering a safe learning place. The school has significant shade areas
provided by trees and a large open playground area.
At Osbornes Flat Primary, parents are seen as partners in each child's learning
journey. The school is a vital part of the community and maintaining this
continues to be a strong focus for the school.

ENROLMENT
Enrolments are taken at any time of the year, but for children beginning
Foundation in 2021 this is done prior to September, in readiness for Foundation
orientation sessions.
Three documents are required for enrolment: 1) Enrolment Form, 2) A copy of
the child’s Birth certificate must be provided and 3) School Entry Immunisation
Certificate, which the school retains until the child leaves the school.
An enrolment form must be completed and when a child is transferring from
another primary school, a transfer form is requested. This is provided by the
school which the child last attended.
In Victoria, children of compulsory school age are entitled to be enrolled at
their designated neighbourhood school. The designated neighbourhood
school is generally the government school within closest proximity to the
student’s permanent residential address. All requests from students living
outside the school’s zone will be considered by the principal at the preferred
school. You are able to find your local neighbourhood school by searching
your address at https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
At the start of each year enrolment forms need to be updated to ensure that
the information is current. It is especially important that emergency contacts
and health details are up to date. Should these change during the year, it is
vital that the school be informed of these changes. Should there be any
custody or court orders concerning your child, the school must be informed of
and be provided with a copy of these.

SCHOOL INFORMATION
2021 Classes: Foundation/1/2/3 and 4/5/6.
Principal: Mrs Sarah Kohne
Teachers:
Mrs Elizabeth Brear and Sarah Kohne (F-3)
Ms Clare Martin & Gina Nero (4-6)
Ms Gina Nero (Italian)
Business Manager: Ms. Jan Cashen (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday)
School Timetable:
8:40 a.m. Start of school day
8:40 a.m.—10:40 a.m. Learning Block 1
10:40 am – 10:50 a.m. Eat inside
10:50 am—11:20 am Recess break
11:20 a.m.—1:20 p.m Learning Block 2
1:20 p.m.. – 1:30 p.m. Eat inside
1:30 p.m.—2:10 p.m. Lunch Break
2:10pm – 3:10 pm Learning Block 3
3:10 p.m. Dismissal
Hours of supervision and After School Care:
Staff are in attendance for supervision from 8:15 a.m. to 3.20 p.m. Parents
can access After School Care at Yackandandah Primary School (02) 6027
1431, and students can catch the bus from Osbornes Flat directly to YPS
free of charge to use this service.
Bus Services:
Our school has before and after school bus services, which are provided by
Barty's Busses. All students who attend their local neighbourhood school
can access free bus travel to and from school.

STARTING FOUNDATION
At Osbornes Flat Primary School the Foundation students will have
Wednesdays off for the month of February and therefore be able to rest
mid-week.
Some time during the first year, Foundation students undergo a screening
when the school nurse comes to school and tests your child in a number of
different areas, including hearing and vision. Parents are encouraged to
take part in the process when it happens.
We have a buddy system for our new Foundation students whereby Year 6
students pair up with a new student so they have someone they can go to
for help, ask questions of and generally look out for them in this first year of
their schooling. They will meet their new buddies during their transition
program during Term 4 in the year before they commence school.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Parent involvement is most valuable. Parents are welcome to stop in at school
at any time. Involvement with literacy and numeracy programs, especially in
the F – 3 classes, is appreciated..
The school has working bees throughout the year to provide garden and school
maintenance. After the working bees, a barbecue lunch is usually supplied. As a
community the working bees have been a great success and they not only get
jobs done, but are also a great day for all involved.
An important part of small school life are the fundraising efforts that take place,
which allow us to put additional funds into curriculum and IT resources for
students, grounds improvements, social and graduation events and other things
that the school may require outside of the normal funds provided by the
Department. Parents play a key role in participating in these fundraising
activities and as the saying goes “Many hands make light work”.
Our school often has a social evening or other activity where parents and
teachers can catch up on a more informal basis.

CURRICULUM

All Victorian schools provide a curriculum based on the Victorian Curriculum.
As all state schools do, we provide a program which includes English,
Mathematics, Science, The Arts, Health & Physical Education, Music, History
and Geography. As well as these areas, we also include Interpersonal
Relationships, ICT (Information Communication Technology) and
Communication Skills and Thinking Skills. Students are provided with access
to learning technologies with the school having a current computer to student
ratio of 1:1. All schools offer a language other than English, ours is Italian.
The school has low class sizes which enables the provision of wide ranging
practical learning experiences across all areas of the curriculum. Our small
class sizes enable staff to provide considerable individual attention, giving
each child an opportunity to achieve to their full potential. The family
atmosphere of the school is an important characteristic of the school. It
promotes positive social interaction amongst peers, staff and the wider
school community. We greatly value our interaction with the local community.
Osbornes Flat belongs to the North East Rural Schools Sports Association. We
get together for a swimming, cross country and athletics carnival each year.
The emphasis is trying your best at these events, but there also is a
competitive element where these events are selection trials for the Wodonga
District level. In addition, we offer a swimming lesson program each year to
all children at Wodonga Sports and Leisure Centre.
The Years 3 – 6 children go on one major camp each year. The emphasis
varies from year to year. The F – 2 children are invited to an overnight
sleepover at school. There is an annual Bike Education Program and Skiing
program.
Our overall curriculum focus is on creating a learning community in which all
members learn together. We engage in many activities which include
children from all ages, and this facilitates children’s learning developing at
their own rate. In many ways, we are just like a big family.

UNIFORM

We have a compulsory uniform at Osbornes Flat P.S. We expect students to
wear the school uniform each day at school and on excursions.
The uniform consists of a deep turquoise and navy polo top with the school
logo. These are available in long or short sleeve. This top is worn with dark
blue shorts, pants or a skort. A wide brimmed hat with the school logo is
worn during Term 1 and 4. There is a polar fleece jacket, vest and soft shell
jacket for winter. A turquoise and navy school dress is also available.
A sports shirt which is available from the school as well. Children will wear
these to school on sports day each Friday. This also provides a professional
look for our students and ensures that our children are easily recognised
and monitored in public at group sports days.
Uniforms are currently available from Beleza uniforms in
Wodonga. We also have some second hand items at school.

LUNCH
Osbornes Flat School encourages students to bring a healthy lunch to
school. Through our gardening program, we encourage the use of fresh
fruit and vegetables. We encourage minimum packaging where possible.
Students eat inside from 10:40 – 10:50 a.m. and 1:20 p.m.—1:30 p.m. Once
the children are finished, they can go outside to play. Students should also
bring a refillable water bottle each day.
As some of our students have food allergies, children are not allowed to
share food or swap food items.
Students are able to bring toasted sandwiches on a Tuesday as part of
'Toastie Tuesday.'

SCHOOL FEES

All school materials such as paper, art supplies and other materials used in
the course of our curriculum programs are provided from school funds.
Student stationery is purchased by parents. In the past few years the
school has organised for a bulk purchase of stationery which is then
distributed to students at the beginning of the year.
At the end of each school year, School Council sets fees for the following
year. The fee for 2021 is $220 per child for essential items plus $10
optional for student insurance. There is also a voluntary levy which will be
designated to one of the main curriculum areas such as Literacy or Maths.
Fees are to be paid at the start of the year, or arrangements can be made
to pay by instalments throughout the year. The money is used to cover
student workbooks, swimming program (including bus travel), Mathletics
subsciption, Soundwaves literacy book, student insurance, Life Education
and general excursion bus travel including travel to sports events. An
account is kept at school for each family so we know just how much has
been expended for each child at any one time. The school fees do not
include overnight camps and the more costly physical education activities,
such as skiing. Should families have difficulties paying the school charge,
arrangements can be made with the Principal.
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund: In 2021, the Department of Education
made available to holders of Health Care and Pension cards, an amount of
$125 per primary school aged student to be used solely for activities which
fit into the above category, including incursions at school. Parents apply
through the school and the funds are then given to the school to be
allocated to the family’s account. When an eligible activity is organised,
the $125 can be used to pay for or make a contribution to that activity. Any
unused balance can be carried over to the following year.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our School Council is a hard working group of seven members. We
currently have two DET employees on School council and five non-DET
members. Parents are nominated to the Council in February of each year
and each term of service is for two years. Members can be re-nominated
for further terms. If you have school issues to discuss that are not to do
with staff or students, you may want to talk to one of the School Council
members.
Andrew Smith-Allen Parent Member
Susannah Schmidt Parent Member
Anna Weeks Parent Member
Brooke Windever Parent Member
Scott Anderson Parent Member
Clare Martin DET Staff Representative
Sarah Kohne Principal, Executive Officer, DET

COMMUNICATION
· Newsletter: Every second Wednesday a school newsletter is emailed
home with news of the school and community.
· School Stream App: Parents can receive reminders and information as
an SMS on their phone.
· Facebook Page and Group: Information and reminders are posted on
the School’s Facebook page. There is also a closed group for parents
only where day to day communication is posted.
· Website: The school website has lots of information about the school
including school policies, curriculum information, newsletters, event
calendar, photo gallery and links to other important sites for families to
seek
further
information
about
important
topics.
www.osbornesflatps.vic.edu.au

MEDICAL INFORMATION
If a child requires medicines to be administered during school time, the
following procedures must be followed. The medicine, along with written
instructions for its administration (time and dosage) must be given to the
class teacher and it will be stored in the fridge, or first aid cupboard, as
appropriate. Parents are required to fill out a Medication Authority Form.
The teacher will see that it is administered as requested and recorded on
the medications register. The only medication that children are allowed to
have in their bags are asthma inhalers and puffers.
Parents of children who are identified as asthma and anaphylaxis sufferers
are required to obtain a Management Plan from their child’s doctor. This
plan needs to be given to the Principal or Business Manager so that, should
the child suffer an attack at school, the correct procedures can be
followed.
Parents are required to have childhood immunisation carried out as
recommended by Health Centres and/or their doctor. To enrol at school,
a School Entry Immunisation Certificate needs to be presented. This form is
available through the Australian Childhood Immunisation Register (ACIR) or
your local council immunisation service. Children enrolling at any grade
level at Victorian Schools must have this certificate. For more information,
please contact the School.
Should an accident occur at school, staff will call an ambulance if there is
any indication that a child is in danger. We will not check first to see if the
family is a subscriber of the ambulance service.

SCHOOL TOURS
For further information or to organise a personalised school tour
please contact Sarah Kohne on 0260271415.
We look forward to welcoming your family into this very special
school community.

